
Smash the myths we’ve been taught about history!

SERIES EDUCATORS’ BROCHURE 

H “Critical, respectful, engaging:  
EXEMPLARY HISTORY FOR CHILDREN.”

—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

Through illustrations, graphic panels, photographs, sidebars, and more, 
acclaimed author and former educator Kate Messner smashes misconceptions 

by exploring little-known details of famous moments in history.
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Praise for History Smashers!

“I literally cannot keep History Smashers on my 
shelves! My fourth graders are obsessed!”

—Lisa Berner, elementary school library media specialist 
(South Colonie, NY)

“I know I can trust the detail and depth of Kate’s 
research to support my goal to relay an inclusive, 

accurate portrayal of history.” 
—Melissa Guerrette, fifth-grade teacher (Oxford, ME) 

“This series is going to be a HUGE hit!” 
—Sierra D, NetGalley reviewer and educator

“The book details so much and almost feels like  
a primer for a high school level class.” 
—Chris C, NetGalley reviewer and educator

About the Author 
Kate Messner is passionately curious and writes 
books that encourage kids to wonder, too. Her titles 
include award-winning and popular picture books, 
like Over and Under the Snow and Dr. Fauci: How a 
Boy from Brooklyn Became America’s Doctor; novels, 
like Breakout and Chirp; the Fergus and Zeke easy 
reader series, the popular Ranger in Time chapter 
books, and works of nonfiction with a focus on 

nature and history. Before becoming a full-time 
 writer, Kate was a TV journalist and a middle 
school English teacher. She lives on Lake Champlain 
with her family and has summited all forty-six 
Adirondack High Peaks in between book deadlines. 
Visit katemessner.com and Facebook: Kate Messner 
for more information, and follow her on X at  
@katemessner.

 “The book’s format may be a good match for 
those with shorter attention spans, and permits 
it to be gratifyingly capacious in what it covers.” 

—The New York Times Book Review

 “Well-researched, entertaining, and  
packed with facts.” 

—Booklist

“A history book for middle graders that should be 
on  everyone’s (child and adult) to-read list.”

—Shelf Awareness

“Informative and fun, eye-opening  
and entertaining.” 

—Chris Barton, award-winning author

“Kate Messner serves up fun, fast history  
for kids who want the truth, the whole  

truth, and nothing but the truth.  
Absolutely smashing!” 

—Candace Fleming, award-winning author

H “A necessary addition for libraries 
serving tweens and teens, this is especially 

useful for reports and history curriculum.”
—School Library Journal, starred review for  

History Smashers: Salem Witch Trials

What Educators Are Saying! 

More Praise for History Smashers!

http://www.katemessner.com
https://twitter.com/KateMessner

