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Activities 
About Those Owls  While doing research, Roy finds 

out that the Latin name of the owl he’s trying to save is 

Athene cunicularia floridana. Use Audobon.org to find 

interesting facts about owls in general and owls that 

may be found close to where you live. 

Protecting Our Environment  Roy finds out later in 

the book that the pancake restaurant Mother Paula’s 

had to file an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), 

which under federal law is required for certain projects 

to help protect our environment. What are things that 

you, your school, and your family do to help protect 

our precious land and water? Research to find other 

ways you can protect our planet.

What Are the Important Environmental Issues 
Around Me?  Roy and his friends act as watchdogs 

for the proposed Mother Paula’s site by saving owls 

who would have lost their homes and lives if the 

groundbreaking for the new restaurant had begun. 

Similarly, the U.S. government’s Environmental 

Protection Agency is designed to help us preserve 

our natural resources, acting as a watchdog to make 

sure that people and companies are treating our 

environment with the care it deserves. Go to the EPA 

website to find more information about air and  

water quality in your area. Write a report about what 

you find.

Fun with Names

Authors sometimes give their characters names or 

nicknames to give readers a hint about who that 

person really is. In Hoot, the protagonist’s name is 

Roy, which for some readers might bring to mind Roy 

Rogers, a famous American actor and singer best 

known for being a cowboy. Roy had just moved from 

Montana, known for its cattle. This connects also to 

Dana Matherson giving him the nickname “cowgirl” 

to make fun of him. There is also a character named 

Chuck Muckle, the corporate vice president of Mother 

Paula’s. Muck is dirt, rubbish, or waste matter. Get the 

picture? Try it for yourself. Can you find other names or 

nicknames that have hidden meanings in this book or 

others by Carl Hiaasen?

Bullying

On the first page of the book, Roy was bullied by Dana 

Matherson, who “grabbed Roy’s head from behind and 

pressed his thumbs into Roy’s temple, as if he were 

squeezing a soccer ball.” Roy decides to punch Dana 

in the face, which results in Dana’s nose being broken, 

Roy being suspended from the bus for two weeks, and 

Roy having to write an apology letter to Dana. Only 

Roy’s wits keep Dana from coming back later in the 

book and retaliating. We all know bullying is wrong 

and should not be tolerated, but what could Roy have 

done in that situation to avoid violence altogether?

Friends Helping Friends Save the Planet

In Hoot, Roy’s friends and classmates help him, Mullet 

Fingers, and Beatrice in their quest to save the owls by 

creating signs, forming a human chain, singing songs, 

and more. In the end, a group of middle schoolers 

save some endangered owls. Using their example as 

your guide, think of something in your world that could 

be changed, and design at least five strategies that 

you would use to help bring about that change. 



Let’s Write!

Point of View  Authors write from a particular 

character’s point of view because they want us to 

see through that character’s eyes. Imagine how 

chapter one’s bullying scene would have felt to a 

reader if written from Dana’s point of view rather than 

Roy’s, or how Chuck Muckle’s meltdown in chapter 

twenty would look through his eyes. Choose either 

of these scenes or any other and write it from a new 

perspective.

We’re All New Sometimes There are times in our 

lives when we are new in a group or situation, and we 

need to find friends and connections to feel like we 

belong. Roy finds a few friends who help him feel part 

of things in school and beyond. Write about two of the 

friends Roy finds in the book and how they both help 

him feel secure and help him in his quest to save the 

owls. You could also write about a time when you were 

new to a group or situation.
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