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“Absolutely incredible . . .  
Dasia will stay with me forever.” 

—ANDREA BEATRIZ ARANGO, 
author of Newbery Honor  
Book Iveliz Explains It All
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Themes: African American 
Interests, Disabilities & Illness, 
Friendship, Coming of Age, 
Self-Discovery

About the AuthorAbout the Author
Nic Stone is the author of many novels, including the #1 New York 
Times bestseller Dear Martin, its New York Times bestselling sequel  
Dear Justyce, and the final nationally bestselling installment Dear 
Manny, a YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults selection and a CBC Kids 
Top Ten Favorite. She also penned the young adult titles Odd One Out, 
an NPR Best Book and an ALA Rainbow Book Top Ten; Jackpot,  

a YALSA Quick Pick selection that takes a searing look at economic inequality; and  
Chaos Theory, a Southern Book Prize finalist and a YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults 
selection. Her middle grade novels include Clean Getaway, a New York Times bestseller, 
and Fast Pitch, a YALSA Quick Pick selection. Nic lives in Atlanta and will continue  
to write the books she feels are missing.

About the BookAbout the Book
After nineteen days of “induction chemotherapy,” 
Dasia Monae Riley knows no one else should be in 
her hospital room . . .

But there she is: Jameson “Jimmy” Jeffs. Another 
cancer patient who’s seemingly everything Dasia 
is not: rich, well cared for, and a smidge childish 
(in Dasia’s opinion).

However, Dasia soon discovers that their 
commonalities go beyond a random, incurable 
disease . . . like older brothers who are gone, 
baby brothers who need them, and struggles with 
friends at school.

As Dasia and Jimmy chat, Dasia’s memories 
unfold in the unsent “letters” (read: poems) Dasia 
wrote to her incarcerated older brother. And over 
the course of one life-changing night, two girls 
who are at their lowest fight to keep each other 
uplifted. When you hit rock bottom, what does it 
take to survive and allow yourself to hope again?

In a spin-off of the Dear Martin series, New York 
Times bestselling author Nic Stone delivers a 
heart-wrenching story of resilience, connection, 
and the fight to stay alive when battling illness 
and bearing the weight of difficult circumstances.
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Pre-Reading Questions Pre-Reading Questions 
1.	 Dasia, the main character in this story, is a young person who has been diagnosed 

with cancer. Every year, an estimated 400,000 children (aged one to nineteen 
years old) around the world get cancer (source: WHO Fact sheet). You may or 
may not know a young person who has or has had cancer or a serious illness that 
affects their ability to live their lives. What challenges do you imagine a young 
person facing a serious illness might have? What strengths might young people 
develop when they face serious problems, including illnesses? 

2.	 Identity is an important piece of this story. People’s identities include their 
gender, sexuality, race, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, language(s) spoken, 
place(s) lived, ability, and also might include personality characteristics, traits 
they find important about themselves, and backgrounds, including what they and 
their families have experienced and how those experiences have affected them.  
In Dasia (Forever), families experience incarceration, murder, fatherlessness, 
mental illness, and death by decision. Which of your identities are most important 
to you, and why? What are some different identities that people close to you 
have that you share? What are some identities and experiences that people close 
to you have or have had that are different from your own? 

Discussion Questions Discussion Questions 
1.	 In the first few pages of this story, we learn a lot about Dasia’s current and past 

experiences, and we can infer some information about her perspective, hopes, 
and dreams. What is happening to Dasia in the opening pages of the book?  
What has happened to members of her family? What do you think Dasia wants? 
There is also a lot we do not yet know, and this is important for maintaining 
tension in the story and keeping us curious. Based on the first few pages, what 
are you curious about? What puzzle pieces are you hoping to find later in the 
story? And what clues—think of, for example, the clue of the scribbled-out name 
on the Dasia’s composition notebook—can you begin to gather to put together 
over the course of Dasia’s story? 

2.	 Dasia’s experiences are sometimes described in metaphor: that is, a figure of 
speech that refers to one experience or object by naming a different experience 
or object. For example, the “raging ball of fire” (p. 3) that Dasia feels in her body 
is not a literal raging ball of fire but that is what it feels like inside her, and that 
description is most accurate for what she is experiencing. As the story unfolds, 
track Dasia’s “ball of fire.” How does it grow or develop, and how do Dasia’s 
encounters with it change? What does this raging ball of fire signify?  

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/cancer-in-children
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Using evidence from the text, describe what you think it means. If you were 
to use a metaphor to describe your feelings or state of mind right now, what 
metaphor would you use? Illustrate or write or discuss. 

3.	 In her poem-letter to LaQuan, Dasia writes that “verso libre” means “a form of 
poetry that does not follow a specific meter or rhyme scheme, allowing poets 
greater freedom of expression.” (p. 15)

•	 Write a verso libre poem to a person who means a lot to you, the way 
LaQuan means a lot to Dasia, and in your poem, share something they don’t 
yet know about you. 

•	 Even though Dasia’s poem is a verso libre, she has created a form for her 
poem. Analyze it to figure out how she created this poem. How does she use 
numbers? How many syllables are in her lines? What kinds of images and 
metaphors does she use? How does she use line spaces? What else do you 
notice about the structure she has created for her poem? What effect does 
the structure have on your understanding of the poem? 

4.	 As Dasia gets to know Jimmy and begins to trust her, Dasia also notices 
differences between their backgrounds—at one point saying to the reader that 
they come from “Different. Worlds.” 

•	 What are some of these differences? How do those differences bring Dasia 
and Jimmy together? Why does Dasia feel like those differences might 
threaten their friendship, like when “the bridge they were building with stuff 
they have in common begins to crumble” (p. 42)? How does Dasia navigate 
her feelings about their differences? 

•	 Describe your background and your identities in words or in a drawing. 
Then reflect: in your own life, how have differences between your identities 
and background and others’ identities and backgrounds impacted your 
relationships? 

5.	 Of her relationship with her mom, Dasia writes, “Our MAMA has / a heart made of 
gold, but a / will made of glass” (p. 32). Dasia also has a complicated relationship 
with her father, who was murdered, and who hurt Dasia’s mother when he was 
alive. Dasia writes a poem about being “fatherless” that includes these lines: 
“Fatherless. / That’s what they call kids like us. We whose / Daddies are dead or / 
Locked down or / Up and left.” Jimmy says about her own mom, “I think the mom 
I miss is somebody I made up in my head.” (p. 42) 
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•	 Pick one of these quotes, or another quote in which Dasia or Jimmy is 
speaking (or, in Dasia’s case, writing to LaQuan) about one or both of their 
parents. How does Dasia or Jimmy cope with their parents’ difficult behavior, 
abuse, or absence? What skills do you think they have developed to take 
care of themselves when they are not being taken care of? Use evidence 
from the text. 

•	 Which of these quotes—or another in the book where Jimmy or Dasia is 
talking about their parents—resonated with you the most and why? 

6.	 “It clicks for Dasia then: Giving a thing a name—like acute lymphoblastic  
leukemia . . . or even Ursula—turns it into something a person can face. . . .  
Mama said names have power . . . Maybe knowing a name is powerful too.”  
(p. 86)

•	 What does this quote mean to you? How does naming a thing, or knowing 
the name of a thing, give power back to the person who knows that name? 

•	 Choose three words in your own life that are powerful for personal reasons. 
Maybe they are powerful because they tell the truth about something 
important to you, or because they name a condition you or a person close 
to you has. Choose one or more of these words and write a poem in verso 
libre about why it or they are meaningful to you. Or, if you choose, you can 
illustrate in a drawing why this word—or these words—are meaningful to you. 

7.	 How have Dasia’s relationships grown from the beginning of her story to the end? 

•	 Consider Dasia’s relationships with her mom, Gabe, LaQuan, and Jimmy. Find 
an example of one of their earliest encounters in the book and an example of 
one of their last encounters and then describe using quotes from the book 
what change occurred between those two moments. How did Dasia and the 
other person grow and change? What did they learn about themselves or 
each other? 

•	 How has Dasia’s relationship with herself grown from the start of the book to 
the end of the book; how does she understand herself better, and how is she 
advocating for herself? What quotes from the book support your ideas?

•	 Consider your own relationship to yourself over the last few years. How have 
you noticed yourself grow and change in positive ways that you are proud 
of? Write, share aloud, or draw your response. 
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8.	 Nurse Sapphira says, “She died before I came in to draw your blood last night. 
That’s why I’m saying she couldn’t have been in here. Her passing is the reason 
I was late—” (p. 158) What puzzle pieces came together for you at this moment, 
and what new questions did you have? After learning this fact from Nurse 
Sapphira, how does Dasia make sense of her friendship with Jimmy? What does 
Dasia believe happened? Use evidence from the text to support your reasoning.

9.	 What do you believe happens to us after we die, if anything? If you have a belief, 
what is it? Who has helped influence or shape your belief? If you do not have 
a belief, what do you think does or does not exist beyond this lifetime? Please 
illustrate, write, or discuss them; you can choose to do so in a creative way. 

10.	 At the start of the book, Dasia writes to LaQuan, “I should’ve known that once / 
you left, / the only person here / who could save me / would be me” (pp. 36–37). 

•	 At the end of the book, do you believe Dasia’s statement to be true? Did she 
save herself? Use evidence from the text to back up your argument.

•	 How does this quote apply to your own life? Write a poem or journal entry or 
draw a piece that shares your feelings about this quote. 

11.	 Do you consider the ending happy? Why or why not? Imagine an additional 
ending chapter that’s set a year or two into the future. What is Dasia’s life like? 
Write or illustrate that chapter or discuss it as a class. 

Extension Questions Extension Questions 
1.	 The title of this book is Dasia (Forever), a phrase we see for the first time in a 

poem Dasia writes to LaQuan: “(Though the day they / took you away, you / put 
your hands on my shoulders and / looked me in my eyes and told me / to “stay 
Dasia forever,” didn’t you?” (p. 138) Why do you think Nic Stone chose to title this 
book Dasia (Forever)? Use evidence from the story. What does that title mean 
to you? If you were to write a book about one important story in your life, what 
would the name of your book be? Write the first page or last page of that book, 
or both. You can write as poems, write in prose, or illustrate. 

2.	 In a pivotal moment, Dasia’s first doctor delivers this news: “‘It’s too far gone,’ the 
doctor said / with a shrug. / His palms were pink and shiny / like Christmas hams. 
/ ‘Make these next six months good. / That’s about all she’s got.’ / It’s like I wasn’t 
even there. / Not once did he SEE me. / He wasn’t even looking” (p. 33). Then 
Dasia pretends to be her mother and gets a second opinion. Her new doctor, who 
she calls the “Good Sis Doctor” (p. 96) tells Dasia, “I’m going to do / Everything I 
can to make / Sure you stay alive” (p. 94). 
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It is very important for all people, and especially Black girls and women who 
experience persistent medical inequality, to get second opinions on serious 
medical conditions. These second opinions can be life-saving, as in Dasia’s 
case. What do you believe contributed to the first doctor’s assessment of 
Dasia’s cancer and prognosis? And why do you believe that the second doctor’s 
approach worked better for Dasia? 

3.	 Nic Stone writes at the end of the book, “There were a lot of intensely complex 
topics—including suicide and domestic abuse—layered throughout the text, and 
at times, I wondered if I was *doing too much*.” Yet the author told a story that 
mirrors people’s life experiences. Sometimes life is too much, and we need help 
to get through the difficult times. What did you learn about the characters and 
about yourself by reading a story that centered these complex topics? Which 
have touched your lives or the lives of people you know and care about? Are 
there additional complex topics you would like to read or write about yourself?

This guide was created by Christina Olivares, a longtime educator 
and author of the poetry books No Map of the  

Earth Includes Stars (2015) and Future Botanic (2023).

Praise for Praise for Dasia (Forever)Dasia (Forever)
★ “A heartrending ode to the pain and relief  

of finding the words.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“A moving reflection on resilience and the choices that  
remain even when circumstances feel impossible.” 

—Booklist

“Absolutely incredible—I read it in one sitting and finished in tears.  
Stone shows so much care and nuance here.  

Dasia will stay with me forever.”
—Andrea Beatriz Arango,  

author of Newbery Honor Book Iveliz Explains It All

Random House Children’s Books  •  School & Library Marketing  •  1745 Broadway  •  New York, NY 10019

Follow Us on Social 
@RHCBTeachersLibrarians

Visit RHCBTeachersLibrarians.com,  
your online destination for all the resources  

you need for your classroom or library!

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8020496/
https://rhcbteacherslibrarians.com/

